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reason to make harmony possible there. The sole object of a human 
will is not unrestrained liberty ; man is not opposed to ' reasonable ' re- 
straint; indeed, so-called restraint by reason, conscience, the sense of 
justice, love, is no restraint at all, but of the very essence of man's will- 
ing. As Aristotle says in criticising the liberty-theory ('doing what one 
likes ') : " Men should not think it slavery to live according to the rule 
of the constitution; for it is their salvation." 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Der Kategorische Imperativ. Eine gemeinverstandliche Einftihrung in 

Kants Sittenlehre. Von Ernst Marcus. Zweite verbesserte Auflage. 

Miinchen, E. Reinhardt, 1921. — pp. 257. 

This is the second edition of a book which formerly appeared under 
the title Das Gesets der Verunft, and to which attention was called in vol. 
xvii of this Journal. The author is a thorough-going rationalist, to whom 
ethics is a true demonstrable science, as it was conceived by Kant; the 
supreme laws of ethics can be developed and logically established with the 
precision of mathematics. He complains that the Kant scholars do not 
understand Kant, — a charge which German philosophers have frequently 
hurled at one another and which is now brought against all of them and 
against Kant himself by the Italian Ruggiero. 

This book contains much that commends it as an interpretation of Kant, 
and it is clearly and forcibly written. Unfortunately, Herr Marcus has 
not abandoned the querulous tone which characterized the first edition of 
his work : he is wroth with his critics because instead of proving his con- 
clusions to be false, they simply disapprove of them ; and he berates them 
in what used to be regarded as the true German fashion among profes- 
sors. It is a pity that he cannot find his satisfaction in the conviction 
that he has done an honest piece of work and that he has penetrated 
more deeply into Kant's thought than many others. Whatever his critics 
may say, one can learn from this book; and it does one's soul good, in 
these days, to find such a staunch champion of reason; as is Herr Marcusi 
" Perhaps," he tells us, " we might have been spared the war if Europe 
had recognized the law of reason, the categorical imperative, one hun- 
dred or fifty years earlier. In the sixteenth century we had the super- 
stition of the religious wars ; now there is raging, no less fiercely, the 
Aberwits of national hatred. The chivalry of the age of reason (of the 
eighteenth century) has completely disappeared. Ethical truth is made 
unrecognizable by irresponsible Sophists."' 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 



